
 
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting  

Minutes for April 23, 2014 
 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday April 23, 2014 

at 1 National Life Drive, Dewey Building Montpelier VT 05620. 

  

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chair), Justin Lindholm, Kevin Lawrence, Ron, 

Wilcox, Pete Allard, Theresa Elmer, Craig Greene, Johanna Laggis, Cheryl Frank 

Sullivan, and Grant Spates. Absent from the meeting: Craig Nolan, Gary Gibbs, Steve 

Adams, and Bob Shannon. 

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Newly Appointed Commissioner), Kim Royar 

(Special Projects Manager), Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel), Col Dave LeCours 

(Director of Law Enforcement), Susan Warner (Director of Outreach), Mark Scott 

(Wildlife Director), Charlee Drury (Executive Assistant), Adam Murkowski (Deer 

Biologist) 

 

Members of the Public: Roy Kilburn, Ed Gallo, Bruce Sullivan  

Students from VTC- Kevin Robinson, Travis Brigante, Tim Johnson, William Waite, 

David Jablonski 

 

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:03 PM, EST by Chairman Brian Ames 

Ames asked the teacher from VTC to stand up and give background on class and 
what they are looking to get out of this meeting. Brian fills them in on what we do at 
board meetings.  
 
Approval of April 2, 2014 meeting minutes 
Theresa Elmer motioned to accept the meeting minutes 
Pete Allard seconded the motion  
Vote: The minutes pass unanimously 
 
Vice Chair Nomination and Vote 
Chairman Ames mentions the open vice chair position and mentions the board feels 
it’s vital to have a vice chair. Kevin Lawrence nominated Theresa Elmer, Justin 
Lindholm seconded the motion 
Vote: The Board votes unanimously, Theresa Elmer is the new Vice Chair. 
 
2014 Antlerless and Youth Seasons First Vote 
Mark Scott introduces the Department’s Deer Biologist Adam Murkowski. 
Murkowski gave some preliminary highlights of the 2014 deer phone survey. 
 
Kevin Lawrence mentioned he really wishes we had bow hunting state wide. 
Murkowski mentioned that some WMU’s had such hard winter severity that we 
shouldn’t open a state-wide archery season just yet. Theresa Elmer asked about 



 
 

fawn health, Murkowski mentioned the reports on fawn are not in yet but they 
appear to be healthy.  Theresa Elmer asked about a 9 year close on a WMU for 
antlerless harvest and it hasn’t rebounded in 9 years. Adam Murkowski says that’s 
on the radar and it’s a habitat issue.  Grant Spates mentioned habitat, Pete Allard 
mentioned posted land and permits being issued in those areas of high density of 
posted land is causing people to over harvest on other open land Adam Murkowski 
replied, that posting land is an issue for concern and the Department is looking into 
ways to decrease that. Craig Greene asked about meeting the objective in WMU’s 
and asked Adam Murkowski and Mark Scott for results of survey. Mark added that 
we are just sharing the information that we have right now and will give a final 
report on the survey to the board when it is compiled. Chairman Ames said that this 
would be the focus of the meeting in May. The May meeting will be moved to 
Thursday May 29, 2014 so that contractor Mark Duda can attend to discuss the 
survey. 
Mark Scott mentioned the board is a key player and Duda will share great 
information. Mark Scott said that the Board will receive survey results a week 
before the May 29, 2014 meeting. Tom Rogers was asked to tape the next meeting as 
this survey information is very good to have on record.  
Justin Lindholm asked about the dates for deer hearings. Mark Scott gave the dates 
and mentioned that these meetings are strictly on antlerless deer recommendations. 
Justin Lindholm mentioned we need to purchase more land in these WMU’s to 
maintain open pieces, he used unit K as an example per a parcel of 2000 acres 
purchased by F&W (addition to Bird Mountain) Justin wants the Department to be 
prepared for this with money to make these purchases in the future in other areas. 
Joanna Laggis asked about shooting doe in muzzleloader that are already bred as 
she is getting calls about this from her constituents. She asked for Adam Murkowski 
to answer to this. Adam replied that the reality is that hunters are not harvesting a 
large % of antlerless deer during that time and it doesn’t have a huge impact on the 
population. He mentioned that if the doe was shot in October vs. November it 
wouldn’t have a fawn in June either way. Cheryl Frank-Sullivan asked about permits 
given and % of harvest and mentioned that the graphs Adam showed, shows lower 
weight, antler diameter, she’s concerned about raising number of permits in 2014 
when none of the herd number, size of deer and antler size is going up, and it’s going 
down instead.  She thinks that there’s going to be an increase in road hunting 
because of posted land, and that the Department should lower numbers in these 
WMU’s. Adam defended the Department’s recommendations and says healthy deer 
are better than large numbers of deer. Chairman Ames asked how many landowner 
permits are given in Unit B. Theresa Elmer mentioned winter severity points are 
much higher from February-April vs. December-January. She asked if the Index 
should be changed. Adam said that the Department is always open to ideas to 
change in index.  Chairman Ames mentioned that there are better ways to 
incorporate tactics to get winter severity, he recommended to include the index that 
we have.  
 
 
 



 
 

Grant Spates motioned to accept the 2014 Antlerless and Youth Seasons  
Craig Greene seconded the motion  
Vote: in favor 7, opposed 2, motion passed 
Next steps: to hold2 public hearings, a public notice period, and second and final 
vote from the Board. 
 
Commissioner’s Updates:  

Kim Royar mentioned Patrick’s retirement party. Mary will, send an update on party to 

Board. The party will be from 3:00-5:00pm, and she will give the address of the 

Canadian Club for members to put in GPS. Kim mentioned all of the public meetings 

happening, West Mountain WMA, Berlin Pond-public access (these are not board rules) 

but you might get calls on them. Kim mentioned H.589, Chairman Ames wondered 

where at the bill was at. Commissioner Louis Porter said that the Department will get the 

Board the final information when it is available but it is still in process. Questions on 

CWD were raised.  

 

Meeting Adjourned for Dinner at 6:42 PM EST 

Meeting Reconvened at 7:11 PM EST 

 

 

Round Table 

Brian Ames: Updates 

Pete Allard: No comment 

Theresa Elmer: asked about demographic license trends data, Brian mentioned that we 

are waiting for the most up to date data to include permanent license holders. She also 

asked about landowner permits. 

Cheryl Frank Sullivan: Talked about Mill Brook in Jericho, having too high of a daily 

limit and it’s depleting the fish, we should reduce the creel limit or make artificial flies 

and lures only. Brian filled her in that this has come up before but there is no biological 

reason to reduce it, it’s a personal issue. Rich Kirn addressed the issue in the past. 

Craig Greene: No comment 

Johanna Laggis: Followed up about the drone email she received from Green Mtn 

Animal defenders. Brian said Drones will be on May meeting agenda. Why don’t we 

allow spearing during ice fishing season? Brian asked that we make a note to ask 

fisheries about this and get back to Laggis. 

Kevin Lawrence: Would like to see a meeting held at Buck Lake. He was also invited to 

a cable restraint working group, he mentioned the presentation that was given last year 

and said it was very good and helpful Tom Rogers will send recording of presentation to 

working group if they would like it. 

Justin Lindholm: Mentioned weigh stations need more money for what they do. Agenda 

item for the future is to do a presentation on big game check in station. Justin asked about 

the wildlife management institute results. Mark mentioned that it’s still on the radar and 

we will be working with UVM. He also mentioned Mark Duda’s survey and asked when 

we can see these results as well. Mark Scott asked him to wait and chat with Mark Duda 

at next month’s meeting. 

 



 
 

Grant Spates: Mentioned crossbows, 10% increase in archery sales in other state when 

they legalized crossbows.  

Ronald Wilcox: Felt sole waders? This is a legislative issue, and it would need to happen 

in Legislature. The Department was against the bill when it came up, it was initiated thru 

DEC. 

 

Grant Spates motioned to adjourn  

Pete Allard seconded the motion Allard 

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 PM EST 


